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to discover their opinion of Vera s state. At length Helene said,
Leave us alone together for two hours, and then come back.
These two hours were spent in various ways by the company---
-some relieved their feelings by ceaseless chattering, some
visited the new little niece in her cradle, some sauntered about
and discussed everything and nothing, some dined, some
smoked, some slept, two played duets, and one sat by them,
listening apparently, but really lifting up her heart to God for
her beloved little Vera. After some time, a pencil note was
brought in by Mariuska for Madame Bereti. She rose and went
out, crossing the court to Madame Helene s room. She found
the two sisters together. Dear Madame Bereti, said Helene, Vera
has something to say to you, and so have I. Perhaps you will
not be very much surprised to...
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