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term, to raise contributions in the city. What a frightful,
dreadful scandal! Twelve hundred pounds of meat and bread
per week for a few Capuchins, while so many artisans
overwhelmed with old age, and so many respectable widows,
are exposed to languish in want, and die in misery! That the
reverend father Dorotheus should have accumulated an
income of three thousand livres a year at the expense of the
convent, and consequently of the public, is not only an
enormous scandal, but an absolute robbery, and a robbery
committed upon the most needy class of citizens in Paris; for
the poor are the persons who pay the tax imposed by the
mendicant monks. The ignorance and weakness of the people
make them imagine that they can never obtain heaven without
parting with their absolute necessaries, from which these
monks derive their superfluities. This single brother, therefore,
the chief of the convent, Dorotheus, to make up his income of a
thousand crowns a year, must have extorted from the poor of
Paris, no less a sum than twenty thousand crowns. Consider,
my...
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