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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The U.S. Armed Forces used a variety of chemical defoliants to clear
dense jungle land in Vietnam during the war. Agent Orange (named for the orange-colored identifying stripes
on the barrels) was by far the most widely used herbicide during the Vietnam War. Many Vietnam-era veterans
believe that their exposure to Agent Orange caused them to contract several diseases and caused certain
disabilities, including birth defects in their children, and now their grandchildren. The Department of Veterans
AJairs (VA) received the first claims asserting conditions related to Agent Orange in 1977. Since then, Vietnam-
era veterans have sought relief from Congress and through the judicial system. Beginning in 1979, Congress
enacted several laws to determine whether exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam was associated with possible
long-term health eJects and certain disabilities. The Veterans Health Care, Training and Small Business Loan
Act (P.L. 97-72) elevated Vietnam veterans priority status for health care at VA facilities by recognizing a veteran
s own report of exposure as suJicient proof to receive medical care, absent evidence to the contrary. The
Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-262) completely restructured the VA medical care
eligibility requirements for all veterans. Under P.L. 104-262, a veteran does not have to demonstrate a link
between a certain health condition and exposure to Agent Orange; instead, medical care is provided unless the
VA determines that the condition did not result from exposure to Agent Orange. This authority was
permanently authorized by the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-163).
Likewise, Congress passed several measures to address disability compensation issues aJecting Vietnam
veterans. The Veterans Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation Standards...
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